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1. The Committee: President: Jan Aitken 
  Vice President: Paul Byrne-Moroney 
  Secretary:  Diana Warrell 
  Treasurer:  Bill Pretty 
  Convenor of Moor-rul Grasslands Friends Group: Jann Darvill 
   Ordinary Committee Members: Vera Hermann, Bob West, Graham  
  Pritchard 
                    
2. Outstanding projects from previous years which have been completed this year:    

a. GAWA TRAIL plaques – additional information is now on the website: 
nrg.org.au/gawa   

b. Installation of commemorative rock and plaque at Kangaroo Ground Cemetery 
c. A new membership form was developed and printed. 

 
3. Events:  

a. Australia Day Flag Raising at the Citizenship Ceremony 26 January 2015: Aboriginal 
Guest: Aunty Zeta Thomson, didgeridoo player: Mark Thomson  

b. Hurstbridge PS Reconciliation Week. Jan and Diana spoke to 100 prep and first grade 
classes about the Wurundjeri and the importance of our heritage and Aboriginal recognition, 
respect and rights  

c. Reconciliation Week Flag Raising at Shire Offices. 28 May 2015. Aboriginal speaker: Perry 
Wandin. Schools which provided Reconciliation Statement were Eltham High School, 
Catholic Ladies College, Glen Katharine PS and Montmorency PS. Posters came in from 
Apollo Parkways PS, Hurstbridge PS, Montmorency South PS, St Thomas the Apostle PS, 
Eltham East PS, 

d. NAIDOC: Eltham Farmer’s Market stall with didg player Frank O’Neill 
e. Eltham Craft Market: Diana organised a stall with Indigenous pottery made by Bnym 

(acronym for 4 clans) with didg played by Brent Watkins who also brought some paintings 
for display and sale. Shire provided marquee. Graham Pritchard provided a history of 
NAIDOC which was handed out to those who stopped to look and talk. Diana had also 
prepared some Aboriginal flags which were assembled by children. 

f. St Margaret’s Anglican Church held a Dadirri at the GAWA Trail with Indigenous readings 
and meditation time along the trail. 

g. Mick has completed a book on the history of Garden Hill titled ‘Kangaroo Ground 
Dreaming’. This was launched on 17 October. Andrew Ross Museum and NRG were 
partners in this event. 

h. The rock and plaque in the Kangaroo Ground Cemetery commemorates the site as a 
Wurundjeri campsite in pre settlement days. This was unveiled by Uncle Dave Wandin on 
17 October, after the launch of Mick’s book. 

 
4. Other activities:   

a. Bob West has represented us on a community group which is developing a Reconciliation 
Action Plan for Montmorency South School and other schools. This has been initiated by 
Tara Di Bondi, a teacher at this school. 

b. NRG regularly attends quarterly meetings held for Reconciliation Eastern Metro at the 
Mullim Mullim Gathering Place. We also participate in their Community Day, held 
annually. 



c. Vera, Diana and Jan attended an Amnesty Meeting and spoke about NRG and learnt about 
the Amnesty group in Eltham. 

d. Jan and Diana met with Veronica Holland and Glenys Biber from Christmas Hills. They are 
planning a literary festival for next year which will have a strong Indigenous content. 

e. The quarterly Local Group Forums, which are held by RecVic and ANTaR combined, have 
been attended by Jan, Vera and Bob, including  a country meeting at Inverlock. 

 
5. Moor-rul Reconciliation Grasslands: Jann Darvill is the convenor of the Friends Group which 

meets twice monthly to weed and plant. Signage for the area is being prepared and will be 
installed by the Shire early next year. The fenced area of pasture is being transformed gradually 
as  native grasses take over and the plantings of additional grassland plants such as Yam daisies, 
bulbine lilies, chocolate lilies, Lomandra, Kangaroo grasses, Dichondra, Kennedia, and others. 

 The grasslands are a memorial to Aboriginal land use and culture pre-settlement.  
 
6. Grants:  

a. This year we have received a Community Grant from the Shire of $3000 for meetings which 
will involve discussions with Aboriginal leaders. Our original planning was postponed until 
next year when we will rethink our original ideas. Vera worked on this with Jan. 

b. We received a grant of $1470 from the Robert Bridgford Trust of the Shire for the 
installation of the rock and plaque at Kangaroo Ground Cemetery and the unveiling by a 
Wurundjeri Elder. 

c. We are holding a grant of $3000 which has been given for a Past Matters Festival to be 
organised by Montsalvat, but this has had to be postponed.  

d. We are most grateful to the Shire for its financial support. 
 
7. Administration Matters: 

a. As we hadn’t acted to adopt our own constitution we have taken the Model Rules of the 
Consumer Affairs Incorporated Associations constitution. We have followed this up by 
developing a register of financial members. 

b. Banking is now managed via the Internet. 
c. Monthy business meetings have been held at Jan’s place with quarterly meetings held with 

Mick at his house. This enables us to keep in touch with Mick’s current projects, which are a 
significant aspect of Reconciliation in Nillumbik. 

d. There have been two meetings between the Committee and Ben Pollard at the Shire. We 
have also met with Rachel, the new Community Development Officer, who is covering 
Reconciliation matters as well as other areas. 



 


